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INTERVILEW WITH ROBERT MORASCO

DICK CAVEYT: T don't believe I've mver had a guest on
who had'anything like the story that my'next guest has. On
September 27,'1969, after ahout six weeks of rumors in the press,
the army officially announced that they were holding Captain'
Robert Marasco along with five other Green Derets officers on
cﬁargeé of murder and conspiracy to murder a Viatnaﬁese douhle
agent. You probablv remember that very well. ‘Captain Marasco
was named as the trigoerman in the case and two days later the
Secreﬁary of the Army dropped the charaes and —- they announced
that they were dropping the charaes, which the Captain denied
were true, those charges.

But five days aco, Captain Marasco admitted that he had,
indeed, killed the Vietnamese agent in June of that - yedr,- Will
you welcome, please, Captain Bob Marasco..

(APPLAUSE) |

An I supposed to say a double agént, or in soﬁe versions

it's a triple tripple agent, that the man was ~- that the man

‘
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turnesd out to be...

CAPTAIN ROBERT MARASCO: He was a triple adent.

CAVETT:- Triple agent, which means that he was serving
threse masters, in a sense, or that he was serving -- how do.
you explain a triple agent? I've never bheen able to get that
into my head.

MARASCO: He works for three sides, but owes his allegiance
to one.

CAVETT: Yeah, right. ' And what decided you to éuddenly
adnit this thing after it seemed to have been closed and you
had denied it, officially, before?

_MARAﬁCO: Well, for eighteen months I héd to walk arouﬁd
with peéple looking at me and thinking about the term that you
used before, tricgerman,

CAVENT: Uh-~huh.

MARASCO: It was -- it was. vory difficult. The army éaw
fit to put out aﬁy information that they deemed necessary, calling
me the triggerman, what ever information they wanted to, but
any defense that I could make they classified 'secret', 'I was-
not allowed to relcase any of this information.

And then about two weeks ago a book Eame éut wfitten by
Robin Moore, who wrote the original "Green Berets® and Henxy
Rothblatt, who was one of our attorneys, and this book called
"Court Martial" came out with almost all of the higﬁly classified
information and I felt tha%.,. |

-

CAVETT: Did you not know it was coming out?

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1



Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1

3

ﬁARASCO; I knew that a book waé_being'writtep, but I knew
it was a novel, I didn't know what they would make of it. I
was astoundea f& see that the volume of classified information
in there -~ I felt that now that was public domain and maybe

I could stand uﬁ and defend nyself,

.The other important factor was the Lieutenant Calley VQrdict.
I was upset all along about the fact that Lieutenanﬁ Calley's
trial was comihg to be. I do not condone what I have read in
the newspapers that Lieutenént Calley did, bhut it's called 'an
atrocity'. It's ah atrocity, possibly, but I.think that everyi
ﬁorld War.II veteran or Korean veteran can give you the same.
kind of .stories. Atrocity?‘ I think that war, itself, is the
atrocity.

(APPLAUSE)

CAVETT: Sure, but ... you don‘t.mean to say that every
veteran that served in the army.hés killed unarmed women and
children and old men, which were the specifié charges against
Lieutenant Calléy?

MARASCO: No, not each individual soldiér, but many, many
My Lai's to a greater or lessef degree have happened in Vietnam
and in all the other wars. |

BRIAN BEDFORD: HMay I ask something?

 CAVETT: 'Yeahf

BEDFORD: Why were you apprehensive about the Calley trial
comlnq up° Why dnd you regret- that happening°
MARASCO: I didn't than that 1t would do the United States

any .good, I didn't think that it would do dnything for the people
Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
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o the Unitéd St%tes, and I think that-that has made itself
‘evident where 75,000.1 believe is the figure, letters were sent
to Wasﬁinqton,(to the President. - There's a great déal of annoyance,
yet, Boéh the pdiitical right and the -olitical left, both
soem Lo qenerally feelrthe same way aboutAthe Calley situation,
but for different reasons.

BEDFORD: You say that war is the atrocity, isn't it possible
that by these trials coming up that they.would'brinq home to
paoplé nore the awfuliess and the atrocities of war?

T mean because a lot of us -- I mean here the war's so
many thousands of milcs away, and when this thing does actually
.dome up énd is in the papers every day and everybody's subjected
to béinq really involved with it, don't you think that would
get the people more involved somehow? Do vou Dick?

CAVETT: Yeah, but I wvonder ahout anoiher thing before
that, though, which is, do vou ijgdt-to the Calley trial on
the grounds that he's the only one to be convictéd, then it's
unjust?

IIARASCO:  Yes. Most definitely.

CAVETT: Nobody knows if therc aren't going to be other
convictions going highexr and higher and higher, and so a lot
of the people are protesting saying if he's the only one, then
ha shouldn‘t be the one picked on, but if they're going to gb
higher, then...

MARASCO: Well, how high are they going to go? They've...

CCAVELT: "I don't know. ly po?nt.is fhat neither of us

knows, do wa? |
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MARASCO: 'Weli, they-have released ahd dropped the charxges
on the tﬁo generals that were involved. I 1opk at it in the
way that if thie'is wrong , and if we must convict the lowest
ranking officer possible for such an atrocity, then should we
not get President Truman for killing the women and children
in Nagasaka and Hiroshima? They veren't all Japanese soldiere.

CAVETT: Yeah. I don't know the answer to that, but if
the case has to be viewed in its own -- well, I don't know.
This is a side issﬁe, really, and your own story ?s so fascinating,
maybe we should get on with that.

BEDFORD: ...a question of strategy? I mean, I know that
this is indefensible, killing anybody cr anything, but Truman's
‘move was a quesfion of military strategy, -wasn't it, rather
than somebody taking thehlaw into their pwn haﬁds?

MARASCO: I'm sﬁre he felt it was stratcgy, and -- but
I would imagine on a much lower level, So did Lieu‘tenant.Calleyo

BEDFORD: But was he iﬁ a position to make strategical
decisibns himself? '

MARASCO: He had a platoon that he'was responsible for.

CAVETT: Maybe we can come back to background to this.

We have to take a statioh break, we'll be right back.
% * ‘ *

CAVETT: Talking with Captain Marasco,; former Green Beret.

Former Green Beret? | .

MARASCO: Yes.

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1



Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
6

CAVETT: Yeah. You -- we were tallting about the Calley
thing. We're going to have to put that asi&e to get to your
story, because our time's so limited, but the idea that Calley
has been considered a hero by a cextain number of people seems
to b= what the man was {talking about who wrote the letter to
President Nixon that some of them think that he killed 150 Communists
and that =-- in other words they didn't see the speci&ic evidencé
that the court had to deal with and with that evidence there's
nothing they could do but find him guilty within the limited
cdnfines of the actual case. Do you find the hero idea a bit
distorted? |

MARASCO: I think it's revolting. I think that the country
is looking for an Audie HMurphy from World ﬁar'II. They're looking
for a-hero to coma out of Vietnam that will, maybe, make Vietnan
DX, I dén't think we're going to get a'he:o out of Vietnamn.,
i cane home to a few accolades that I thought were dreadful.
i didn't deéerve it any more than any other GI that went there
and 1 think that Lieutenant Calley, who overreacted, I don't
think that I would have called hin a good officer; I don’f think:
hat he could ever have been a Green Beret, for example. No;
I don't think at all that Lieutenart Calley should be considered
a hero,.

But I weuld like tc-say one other thing. Now that the
Calley tfial is over I think that thefe is still a trial, and
T think it's the United Sta%es that's on trial now.

CAVETT: ‘What court do you try the United States in?

MARASCO: Unfortunately, we don't have one.
Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : C|A-RDP73800296R000200240003-1
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CAVETT:' Uh—ﬁuh‘ Yeah.. All righﬁ. I -wanted to get your
reaction to that. Now,vabout your deéision to speék, that youv
were talking'abéﬁt earlier, to céme out with the admission of
the killing of the Vietnamese agent. Why. does it have to be

s0 much voonfidential® stamped all over this case? Or can you
énSwer that? MARASCO: The government,'the army especially,

uses that "secret" stamp sometimes a littie bit too'indiscrimiﬁately.
I think they use it sometimes to put the dirty wash and hide

the dirty wash. If tﬁé entire story wera able to‘come out, I
thiﬁk tﬁat many of our generals and our higher brass, especially
‘in Vietnam, would come out looking quite foolish, so it's mubh.
.easier juét to stamp it secret and not let it come out.

CAVETT: TI'm curious to know what sorts of things are in
there. Would there be connection, by any chance, with other
thinés that the CILA has been suspectéd of? You'ré smiling at
ne. The possible‘assassination'of Diém in the past oxr Che Guevara.
These things are always question marks.

MARASCO: Okay, one -- I'll give you one little piecce of
interesting information. In our Article 32 Hearing, whiéh is
the military equivalent of a grand jury, we requested certain'
information for our defense. One of the things th%t we requested
was information on the Special Forces or Green Beret sitvation
in Panama, because one of the men that was charged...

CAVETT: This.group that includéd youAand...
MARASCO: Yes. ’
CAVETT: De Real and Foster?’

~ MARASCO: Right. Had been.with»the.G;een Beret in Panama .
Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
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and ‘had been detailed down to Bélivia.' And was training the
)301ivian rangers, the Bolivian rangers that killed'Che. I don't
think that the CIA or any one else in the government wanted

thaf kind of information to come out, because they said that
threy drovped th@;casc for reasons of national securitv. Yes,
that wvas true, they dropped it also because“the CIA refused

to testify.

But they dropped it also because they didﬁ't have the evi-
dence<to prove the casa. They had given ~- they don't offer,
they give ~- immunity to one of my comrades, and he said, “No,.
I‘will not accept immunity and will not testify against my friends,"”
which mean that if he didn't testify, we would go free, and
he would'get five years.

Now, to me that's a hero.

CAVETT: I'm astonished that you'ha§e just sat here and
said you know that the CIA enqineerea'the killing of Che Guevara.
That's news, isn't it? I mean, is this --~ do people know this?

MARASCO:  The Green Beret were and are still, but to a
lesser degree, the action arm of the CIA, Wﬁen thcy-maké a
decision on national policy in another country, another country's
national policy, they don't have the people to go out and train.
the Bolivian rangers, 5o who can better do that than U.S. Snecial
Forces. ~

CAVETT: Such as you would ha&e been training if you had
been rewésgigned, those whd were sent out to geot Guevara.

HMARASCO: Yes, yveah., And you;mentioned Diem. I don't
know this for a fact, but I'm sure I believe just like everyone

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
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there and everyone loodoking in that of course the CIA or some

agency ‘had something to do with the ovexthrow of Diem. What
about Sianuk? B
CAVETT: T don't know. You would know better than I.
MARASCO: ﬁj main:job in Vietnam was running intelligence
operations directed against Caﬁbodia ihto:the Parrot's Beak
and further. I knew the Cambodians well, T helped fo train
themn, many of them workGd for me. I just can't see the Camhodians
really ovmrthrow1nq Prince Slanuk. Not because they liked him

ox dn%llked him, but only because they're not the kind of pcop1e

that would.

CAVETT: What arc the limits on what vou c=2n talk about
now? There don't secm to be very many. (LAUGHTER)

MARASCO: Do vou mean legally or as far as I'm concerned?

- Legally, I have just saild enough that if they really wanted

to, they could send me back to ﬁail. But I feel that it's about
time that there is some Lruth; that people can decide if they
want wars, not Vietnam, necessarily, because they've. pretty
much indicated whether they want that one or not, but if they
want wars, they must be williné to accept what war is, and what
war does - and what happens in it. (APPLAUSE) |

~CAVETY: When we cone back, we'll get to what happened -
to you.v |

% ' * *

: CAVEfT:. falking with Captain -- do I still call you "Captain"

Marasco or do you call youfself “Captainf Marasco?

. MARASCO: I generally call myself Bob.
Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
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CAVETT: All richt. Um, did the CIa order you to kill
the agent? |

MAR2ASCO: 'Orders in Vietnam, especially orders from the
CIA are never written. You don't get a nice formal piece of
paper that says Central Intelligence Agency on the top or Department
of the Army, no. Orders in Vietnam, not just from the CIA,
but from the military, are very oblique, vyet very, ;;ry clear,
You know what you're to do. The quote was, from the CIA, "We
cannot officially sanction it, but your best course of action
ié elimination."”

CAVETT: How did you get this guote?

MARASCO: From the ~~ the CIA gave it o my superiors.

CAVETT: IMminam, | '

MARASCO: At CIA headquarters in Vietnam -- or in Saigon,
excuss ms. The_man that gave that -- méde"that statement was
in military uniform. He was known to be a CIA operative in
ﬁniform, that's kind of opposite of what we usually hear, that
military men are detailed to the agenay.

CAVETT: So the orders cane, altﬁough they don't exist
in writing anywhere, they were handed down to you verbally.

MARAGSCO: VYes,

CAVEM':  And vyou knew that -~ there was no ambiguity, no
two ways of interpreiting  that.

MARASCO: When the agency says, GYour best course of action
is..." that means o and dd it and stop bothering us with this
little frivia.

CAVEYLT: ©Now, how do you decide -~ I was going to say,

h Jpgroved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA- RDP73800296R000200240003 1
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MARASCO: Well, we are.the operational érm. That statement
meaﬁt to us, "Takc care of it." We had requested that they
take wﬁa£'s éaiied 0.I., "operational interest" in this guy;
because we were an intelligence—gaﬁherinq unit; we were-nét
aséassins, as éhéy said as I came out. ‘We asked them to take.
operational interest, take him off 6ur hands and our primary
suggestion was to put him on ice out of the country for a year
‘or two until his information was of no valude.

They said they did not have that capability, which we-knew
to be'faise, that then tells us to just go and take care of
it énd don't bother us with it. |

BEDFORD; Did you have trouble with your conscience at
.that time when you knew -- or did you not'question what had
to be don=? '

MAﬁASCO: T expected that order from the CIA. I think
that it was the only choice that they had. "I knew érobably
.after vie had Chuyen for three or four days under intensive interroga-.
tion, lie detsctor cxams, sodium pentothal ekams, I knew that |
if the agency did not take him off our hands, that that would
be the only course of action.

| CAVETT: How did you feel about him as a human being?

Did fou ever think of sayiné to the guvy, "Listen,'they‘re going
to got YOu; Get away and stay out of this Eusiness..." or does
that ever cross yoﬁr mind?

ﬁARASCOaA Oh, most definitely. I am a human being, and
to takg‘another iife, whether it's in a shoot-out in a nilitary

situation or like this, it's not an easy thing to do. But I

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
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don't think I really ever seriously considereé letting hin go
and telling him to keep his nose cleah. He was just too dangerous
for that? _

BEDFORD ¢ Why didn't you refuse to kill him?

MARASCO: Why didn't I?

BEDFORD: Yes,.

MARAGSCO: Well, it was a little different than that. When
wve waent out on the boat as has been written‘in most of the news-
papers, there were three of us on that boat;

CAVETT: This is at night?

. HARASCO: Yes, sir. And no one knew, and no one had. decided
at fha£ point who was going to pull the trigger. He had been
my agent, he worked for me, I felt that it was my'duty -- Ty
responsibility rather than the other two men, and when the time
camne for the decision, I just said, "I'll take £hat silenced
.22 pistol," and it was my job to do.
| CAVETT: What went through your mind at the moment? Not
ndw, T mean when you were doing it? Anything or is there a
gens:e of...

MARASCO: No, not...

CAVETT: Extreme tension or any kind of fear, any kind
of moyal pangs or...

MARASCO: Not at the moment, because at the moment you're
qﬁite busy. We're out in the South China Sea in a little rowboat.
We knew that it wos 240 feet deep, and I wasn't too excited
about falling over nvself.

No,-I had about six hours bhefore we went out, when I had

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
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received the oxder, and I had about six hours to think about
it, and yes,.a1lot of things go through your mind, because this
waé the first and only time that T had been involved in something
like this. |

I had been in fire fights, and I knew that I was responsible
for -~ for kiiling Viet Cong and North V%étnamese before this,
but never quite like this. .

CAVETT: Having to kill a man who's unconscious at the
time is'what you mean?

MARASCO: Yes, we had shot him with quite a great deal -
‘of mgrphiﬁe. If there's such a thing as humane killing, which
I doubt; but if there is such a thing, then that was it, because
he was shot with a great deal of morphine, he was.unconscious,
hé didn't know what happaened. |

CAVETT: IHow do you on the. on 5ahd doubt that there's such
a thing as humane killing and on the other hand account for
the fact that you went into this profession and got into that
position where you knew that you might, goiﬂg into it?

MARASCO: Well, I don't think that =-- I think that "humare"
- and "killing"” Jjust doﬁ't go together, I don't see how you can
possible'kill anything humanely.

CAVETT: I see. So, you can get into a job vhere you ﬁay
have to kill people. |

MARASCO: .Yes.

CAVETT:"Without thinkiﬁg thét it%s humane. Just you recogniée
it for what it is.

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP71;:800296R000200240003-1
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QARASCO; Yés, Or else you don'f-go into it. Because
‘as a Green Beret, yoﬁ're highlyqtrained, you're a double volunte-;
first YOU mast volunteer to be a paratrooper and thén to go

hrough Green Beret training, and you know you're going to Vietnam.

That takes a certain... |

CAVETT: And they weighted the body with tire rims and
drépped it overboard. .

MARASCO: Tire rims, chain, and in é mail saclk.

CAVETT: Why were the expert searchers not able to find
it? They still te this day have not found it?

MARASCO: No, and they won't. !Many people have asked me,
_Why, if yQu put him in a mail bag and ail of "that weight and
240 feet deep, wculd you have to shoot him? Well, we werec in
shark-infested water. The sharks would not have bothered hin
unless there was blood. Plus I'm quite, guite sure that had
the people, the divers, found him ~~ based on the feeling of
the military at the time of our trial,-if they had found him
down there, which was impossible, but if they had, they wouldn't
have broucght hin up.

CAVETT:  Why?

HARASCO: Because they thought that what was being done
to us was wrong.

CAVETT: T eee. They sympathized with you and...

HARASCO:  Yes. |

CAVETT: Yeah,

BEDFORD " What X still_don't-unéérstdnd is how you could

do it. (APPLAUSE)

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
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KMARASCO:‘ It basically COmgé down to I'm an American, I'm
broud'to be an American, and my country asked me to go to Vietnam
—= my céuntry_asked me to do -- to do this, and I had to just
decide whéther éhey had the right to give me those orders oxr
not. |
Some people moan and groan out in the audience, some people
don't think that they do have the right.
BEDI'ORD: _But didn't they...
MARASCQ: I think. that...
BEDFORD: The message said that we don't have the right
to do -this.
MARASCO: Well, that means that we could then let him go.
CAVETT: Yeah.
MARASCO: If we let him go, he wasn't too happy about having
been interrogated for a week. I don't think he would héve just
gone on his merry way and kept quigt; . We were what is known

as a unilateral operation in Vietnam, that means we did not

our illustrious allies would have -- would have thought, "Why
réan't the Americans trust us?" And then maybe we unfortunately
would have had to tcll them.

CAVETT: I,

MARASCO: here was also a siﬁuatioﬁ with Cambodia at the
time. |

CAVETT: “So many questions in{my head; énd we have a message,

and we'll be right back.
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CAVHELT: Talking with Captain Marasco. T uscd the word

3 4 T

32N

a

earlier. I didn't know what other word to use. That

ansa

?

was used in the.papers, "admitted assassin" and all that. Uhat
would you have-préferred?

MARASCO: I dmn't really knos what you would call it.

CAVE'™': Yeah.

ARASCO: There are... o .

CAVEIT: ITt's =-- I don't know English...

MARASCO: None of them seem to really f£fit the situation.

CAVETT: I quess one of the questions in my mind,- I heard
you taiking to Brian ebout it, and you s=aid, during the break,
vas, how have you changed because of this experience. Would
you do it agéin?

ﬁARASCOx I think it would b2 very difficult to ansver
that, because it would be very difficult Lo get the exact...

CAVFEY'T ¢ I would think: what if I qét into one of those
situations like that, where I might have to make a terribly
hard decision involving life or death? I guess this goes Qack
to what did you want to be as a kid.

MARASCO: Well, T cquess that I cdnsidered it. I think
that any soldier considers that if_he's going into a war zone,
how he's going to feel if he's confronted with a life or death
situatiqn. I wes a Green Beret, a paratrooper, ves, I considered
that.

CAVEWT: You mean that -vou would get the hardest kind of
Arcicion becduse it sounds gruesons to say this, but it's obvi-
ously easier to kill people from the air with a hoab than it

Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
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is to shoot thém with a rifie, but itfs still harder to take
a man out into.a<boat that vou've worked with.and kill him.-
So, you.éet théjﬁaxdest kind of decision that you could possibly
have to make.
MARASCO: %es, when you're sitting up pushing a bﬁtton
at 50,000 feet, you don't have to wofry about your conscience
or supposedly don't have to worry about your conscience. I
‘don't see it as any different. I don't see*S0,0QO feet, five
feet or five inches any different. The people are still dead.
CAVETT: Except for that sense in which it's casier on --
thaﬁ ludicrous use of the word "easy", it's easier to pusﬁ the
button. |
| MARASCO: Possibly. I can't imagine that my- consciencs
would feel any better, though, if I dida it at 50,000 feet.
CAVETT: Sure, Sure. |
MARASCO: For some peop;e, mafbe.
CAVETT: This is so interésting to me. We must take another
break, ahd then we'll come back. Stay Qhere'you are. (APPLAUSE)
* * *)
CAVETT: We ~-- let me ask you this, Captain Mafasco. When
‘a guy goes into ths Army, we've learned from the Calley thing
and éll, there are limits oﬂ what he is suppoéed to -—- can be
forced or asked to do. There are cirdumstahces in which he
can disobey an ordér. A guy who goes into the Army, not a guy
“who qées intq.a special unit like the Green Berets., What's
the difference'there? Can you tgiﬁk of a kind of order that
you would not obe& that could have.happened to you in the Green

Apgrgved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1

Berets?



Approved For Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1
18

HARASCO; I—f“ yes, I am surc therxe are many. Because
‘'you volunteer in almbst_every situ&tion, yet one nust realize
that Green Berets are asked to do things that a regﬁlar soldier
is not. We have been running long-range reconnaissance missions
across the border from Viet Nam for a 1on§ time, as long ash
there have been Americans in Vietnam. It was never done by
a fegular infantry officer or sergeant. They're aiways done

by Green Berct.

a kind of

lai}

CAVETT: PBut my.questign was, can you think o
order that would involve killing that you would not obey, or
once you are in the Green Berets, have you said, "I will do
_dnything.they tell me, b@causa they havé to operate in an unorthodox
way that perhaps isn't gqovernnd by the Army Manual, if no one
finds out about it? Is it at least a good question?

MARASCO: Yes, it's a very good question. Yeah, there are
orders that I probably wouldn't follow, but before I went into
the Green Beret, I had to know thﬁt there ware going to be orders
very different from regqular military, If I had becn asked in

this case to kill Chuyen and I did not agree, I would not have -

to.
CAVELT: If you didn't agree that he should be killed?
MARASCO: Yes.
CAVETT: You wouldn't have to. Thev would find someoﬁé
else. |

MARASCO: Yes,.
CAVE®™'s - Yeah,
HATASCO: But he still would have been dead.
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MARASCO: He was one of_my-égents.'

.CAVETT: You.controlled him?

MARASCO: ‘Yes. He had been -~ he had given me fairly good
service. So I —-- but I tried not to get emotionally involved
with any of my agents. That's a very difficult thing to do.

CAVETT: So does an actor.

BEDFORD: I must say I've often wanted to kill ﬁy agent.
(LAUGHTER)

CAVETT: It's strange, thougﬁ, that there can be humor
in a conversation like this... ‘

BEDFORD; But what else are you to do?

CAVETT:. You rather need relief, though.

MA?ASCO: I just think now thét after 18 months now I'm
older, it's a little bit casier to £ind humor,

CAVETT; Has it been eaey to f£ind WOrkf to adjust to civilian
life, to have a‘job? What do you do?

_MARASCO: I was afraid that you would ask that. That usually
creates quite a bit of laughter. My job, my civilian Jjob, is
that of‘a 1ife insurance broker. (LAUGHTﬁR) ‘

CAVETT: It is? And what speéiai qualifications do you
have... (LAUGHTER) ... for that?

MARASCO: And I anm, as a life insurahca brokef, a nember
of the Million Dollar Sales Club, so I've sold a lot of it.

CAVETT: Gee. Are you religious?‘ Is there any sense in
which you are'conspicuously'religioué or non-religious?

MARASCO:‘ o, not religion religious, individual religions.
No., Bult I do believe, | |
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CAVETT: 1 qguess I should';v I'n témpted to follow up on
that because I wondered how you handled the conflict of religious
sanctions against killing and that's the question that every |
saidier nas to face.

MARASCO: Yes, and I know that when I came back from Vietnam
and was released from the jail cell, I came back and three wQeks
later was involved in a very strange automobile accident that
put e in the hospital for thrce nonths and in a coma for a
week, and betwsen the...

CAVEIT: »Are you going to say what I think you aré? I'm
sorry. Are you suspicious of how ﬁhe automobile accident cane
about?

HARAGCO:  Am X suspicious? T don't put énything past anybody
‘any nore. I don't doubt anything., I know you're wondering whether
the CIA fixed up that accident.

CAVEYT: Mm-hmm, exactly.

HARASCO: I doubt it, but, no, i gquess T really don't doubt
it. (@AUGHTER AYD ARPPLAUSE)

CAVETT: 2re you allowed Lo buy onc of your own policies,

I suppose? 1I'm sorry, I fecl so strange about getting any kind
of laughter in this interview. :

FIARASCO:  One of my life insurance-dompanies ﬁesitated
for ¢uite a while before they sold me a $100,000 policy that
I bought.a while back. | “

CAVET s vAll right, 1ét's make it cleer one nore time to
the peo?le who may have tuned in 1at¢ on this, why -~ why vou're

here, why -you're talking, why do you appear and —-- do you know
' y Y PP Y

wnAppreyed_Eor Release 2000/08/24 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200240003-1



. Appi'oved For Release 2000[08/24 : C|A-RDP73BOOé96R000200240003-1
. : 21

MARASCO: Yes. |

. CAVETT: I wish I did. '

MARASCO: .I think so. I am here because I think that the
Anerican public{has the right to know the truth. I think we've
had.- enough halfwtfuths. I think that if_the truth is’known,
they will better be able to decide how they feel about Lieuteﬂant
Calley's situaﬁion, how they feel about Colonel Henderson's‘
up-coming trial, how they feel about the war. I think that
before people can make an accurate decision, they have to know
all the facts, and I hope that I'm bringing some of them out.

- I want to make it very clear, a lot of people in typical
Americén fashion have said, "There hags to be an anglé, why he
waited 18 months and let it out." The first thougﬁt is that
it's money. If that wexre the case, I would not have given my
story to The New York Times. I would have sold it for a great
‘deal of money to Life Magazine or one of the other magazinés.
I'm not in this -- making this statement for noney. I have
ﬁofhing'to do with this book that is out.

CAVETT: Profits from the book or. .

MARASCO: No, I have no financial reasons for this. It
is based on ny principles; I balieve that the Amarican people
cannot be free, a really free p=zople unless”they know what happens.
Upless they know the truth. (APPLAUSE).

CAVETT: And what would vou like thém to decide from this,
that if a man should be put into such a éituation; if theres

is such nasty dealing going on, if thereé's so much deception
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necessarv, then ~— what? 'Then vbulwant'a naﬁional refercndun
éqainst viaxr?

MAEASCO; No. Then, if they object to that, and if they
find that’very ha£d to accept, then let's not have any more
WarS.

CAVELT: So == I see. The man's wife asked for xreparation
from the qovafnment. And got a small pittance, it seemed like
at the time., How do you feel about that?

ﬁARASCO: To a Vietnamese, the equivalent of six thousand
Mmaerican dollars is by no means a pittance. 8ix thousand dollars
in Vthn““ is a great, great deal of monay. .

CAVEWT: Uhhuh. I didn't realize it was that much, I gu=ss.

HATASCO: It was vary strange that ~-- excuss me -~ shoe vellad
like hell until she got the six thousand dollars, and then vou
never heard from her acgain.,

AVETT:  Did she know he was a épy?

MIARASCO: I don't bzlieve so.

CAVEDTT Did he know he was doing to be killed that night?

HARASCO:  T'm guite sure he adid., I'm qﬁite suce thal he
realized, after threc or four days of interrogation, that he
would probably be killed. But that's hard for an Aderican to
urderstand because we would climb the walls and screan and yell.

The Vietnanesa are very different.

CAVETD: Are you saying Orienﬁals are different?

MARASCO: Yes, from nmy experiasnce, death does not mean
the some thing o them that it doeis to un,‘and life doasn't

mean the sane thing. ' C
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CAVETT: Is there any reason why death should mean less
to the Viet Cong.than it does to the South.Vietnamese troops
who were shot, at_the way the Viet Cong and the North Vietnameée
trdops vere willing to die and go over their own men in that
last invasion, they came out stuhned and shaking and said, "We
never saw anything like it. They just didn't care how many
of them got killed." 2And we cared and some of us rén. You
know, you saw those intexrvievs,

MARASCO: Well, the -- I think that says quite a lot for
the North Vietnamese propaganda machine, it's faptastié.‘ Ours
isn't that g@od.

CAVETT: Hmom. We have a message. We'll be right back.
(APPLAUSE) -

* = *

CAVETT; We're right baék. We don't have vexy much time
1eft,'and there are still so many Questions in my head. It's’
éo odd to think how people turned out. We're maybe approximately
the samc¢ age. I would guess we're aébroximately the samne age.
And Brian hecamne an actdr, and you wenﬁ into the Green Berets,
and I went into whatever this is. (LAUGHTER I wonder, wha£
were you like as a kid? Did you like to go to the same movies?
pid you like adventure moﬁies conspicuously? Is tﬁere any way
you can look into your past and tell which man is going to turn
out a'Gréen Beret and which is not?

MARASCO: No, T don't think so. I wasn't any more excited
about John Wa&ne movies than any other kxid was.
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CAvVET: I ldved John Wéyne moviee.

MARASCO: Yeah, T went to them, i enjovyed theﬁ,,but nof
tvo and three times. I don't think I was any different. You
nust remenber that I didn't go into the army until I was 24 .
years old. I didn't -~ although I did enlist, I was about +to
b drafted. I had never really considered having to go into
the army. I went in, and I felt that as,iong as I wvas in, I
might_as well be the best soldier I could be, the same way as
before I went in, I wanted to be the best life insurance man
I could be, The best soldier is a Green Beref.

CAVETT} Are vou proud of the Green Berets?

’HARASCO: Yes, T am. Your conductor pléyed "Rallad of
the Grceﬁ Berets" foi ne before, and I appreciate +hat. Yes,
I think tlhey are the finest fighting men in the world.

cavrMl:  Are thay as qgood as they ware in the John Yavne
novie, "The Green Baratkg"? (LAUGHTERf ‘

MARASCO:  That novie didn't really do anything for the
Grean Berct. Mo, they are much batter than that, and they're
not cuite as crmaical.

DEDFORD:  What I thnL is -even more fascinating, Dick,
is you went into acting and then vou did this, and i want into
acting, you went into the Groeen Berets and evervthing. What_
T think is extraordinary is that you and I, preswnably =-- I
know that I could not under any circumstances, I don;t think,
end another human being's life voluntazily. Do you think vou
e@ula? '

CAVEYLT: I bhonestly don't know. ‘T‘rénit -- I don't think é_
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like that because I have never‘been faéed with anything like
it. |
MARASCO} iA few years agb I couldn*t answer that qguestion.
CAVETT: ITt's interesting. You know, one thing about that
is that fhe worid is different. ‘If T had goﬁe into World Var
iI, when there was that great aura of righteousness about it,
much more than there 1is abouﬁ this. fhese poor kids in Vietnam

1

are saying, "We don't know what we're fighting for," many of
them. A lot of them say they do, but you will adnit that_a great
numbexr’ of fhem say, "This is pretty confusing, to knéw vhat
we're dying for here."

MARASCO} Yeah, because'theyidon‘t getkthe amount of propa=-
ganda before they go the way you did in World War II. And you
éay that.you don't think you could do that, and you're both
actors. I don't think that that really has'an?thing to do with
it beéause apparently I was able to do'ﬁhat, and I would find.
it Very possible to be an actor.

BEDFORD: ...so fascinating, the differcnce between you
and, say, ma.

CAVETT: Are you sure you know what the difference is?

" BEDFORD: I don't know. I don't know. But I can uinderstand
kids in war (CROSSTALK)...at the spur of the moment, but if
you‘havé_six hours_to cohtemplate, that part of it I find very
nystifying.

CAVETT: . It would be easy to feel superior to you in some

way, or it's tempting to, I suppose..
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BEDFORD: No, I don'tlmean that,

CAVE'T: No, I don't mean you meant that either, but I'n
sure a lot of people have that reaction -~ "At least I wouldn't
over do what he did, by God."

MARACCO:: Wéll, that's, I think, ppimarily because you've
never beean confronted with that situation. |

CAVEYT: Sure. (APPLAUSE) 2And I don't think I can hoﬁsetlv
say what 1 would do in that situation. Maybe even in yours,
because there's still more about it that T don't knovs, even
though you've told us a bit more about it than I had expected
~ to know.

FMARASCO:  And you say that you are an actor and couldn't
do that., I appirently was able to do that, but I:think I would
also he capable of being an actor. Probably nd? as good as
you.

LBEDFORD: I hope not. (LAUGHTFYR) We might have competition.

CAVETT: You must see him 'in his play, by the way. I haven't
ééﬁn it, but (LAUGHTRER) I hear it's jusﬁ wonderful. Watll be

richt back after +hig nassaga,

CAVETT: Ve have only a few minutes left, and it's rare
to get ints 2 thing on this show vhoare I'm éo interested that
T qo wight on through the other quast, which is unfortunate.

BEDFORD: I was hoping vou'd stért falking about the plavy,.

CAVETT:  Tallk about your nlay?

BEDAORD: Yes, that we'd jusgt go oh and on and on. (LAUGHTER)
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1
)

CAVETT: We'll do that andfher'timé. And I'm sorry. I
apologize for Mr. Carpenter and Patsy Kelly, who will be here
on an upcoming show. Do vou get odd phone calls? I asked you
thét during the break, so I'll pretend I'm asking it to you
the first time now.

MARASCO: I get a few., I get a few calls from people who
are in the John Birch Society and ask me if I'd like to join, .
which is absurd. (LAUGHTER) I get... | |

CAVETT: Why 1s that absurd?

MARASCO: Well, because I'm -just not & John_Biréh.type.

CAVETT: Yeah. How are you about the veterans -- what about
the veteransAwho are going to march in Washington against the
war?

What sympathy do you have with them?

MARASCO: None.

CAVETT: So you're between a John.Birch type and those
éeople.

MARASCO: Yes. Everybody asks which side. I'd like to
consider nyself a politiéal moderate.

CAVETT: Yeah. Well, what do you say to a guy who is a
veteran —~- the Veterans Against Vietnam War is an organization --
the Velerans of the Vietném Var against the Vietnaﬁ War. What
can't you agree on? What do you ask them?

MARASCO: T feel that if they r?aily believe-that from
their exparieﬁces in Vietnaﬁ, then they must certainly have
the righé to march against the war., It's my decision that I

don't agreé with them, and I feel that I have the right to voice
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CAVETT: © So then you ha& a.clearef sense of why it was
right to be there than the poor gquys ﬁho are tortured while
they're there, tortured mentally about, "Ho one's ever made
it clear to us why we should lay down our lives in this war."

MARASCO: Mayba I was better able to rationalize, and m%ybe
the fact that I did stay there 21 months instead of the normal
twelve months, had a little more nxpefience, I worked -- as
a Green Beret, you work with the Vietnamese, Maybe T worked
closer with the veople,

CAVETT: 2nd that changed - that. influenced you, something
Yyou saw working closer with the people? .

MARASCO: Oh, most cextainly,

BEDQORU: If you're so against war, why are you against
peopla denmonstrating against it?

HARASCO:  Oh, T éid not say that'I was against war, I
saild that if the American public canndt_accept what we arelcallinq
the atrocities, tﬁen vz shouldn't have war.

BEDFORD:  You mean you're pro war, are you?

HMARASCO: Wo, war is a terrible thing. Thev night cﬁll
me back to fight another one, and T got lucky the last tine
end didn't get killed. I really don't want to get killed.

SEDPCRD . Well, yvou have to b= eithor against it or foxr
it, donft you?:

YARASCO: TFor this war?

BEDIPCGRD:  Yeah.

-
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MARASCO: No, I don't think you do.

.CAVETT: That's a puzzling stateﬁent.

MARASCO: .I think that we did it wrong. T helieve that
we should have geen there in the first place with the advisers
and the Green Befets Qolunteerinq to go. I disagrce with the
fact that We sent hundreds of thousands of men in 1965 and put
them in a defensive position in a no-win war. I've hever hea?d.
of a no-win war. (APPLAUSE) They have been there six years.
They haven't won. I cannot beliefe that half a million Amaricans
cahnot.win a war in six years.

CAVETT: So maybe the guy who marches againét this war
is marching against it for that reason, that it's...

| I\&.Z’\ﬁ]&.’ﬂ@lO: Then I would a;grc':e.‘

CAVETT: ...absurd to continue if we're obviously not going
to win and we're never going to say we Jlost and...

MAPASCO: fhen I would agree with him.

_CAVET#: I see.

BEDFORD: Yes, but you...

CAVIITT: I'm sorry. We have a message, Brian. We'll be
right back. (APPLAUSE) .

| x % 0w

(CAVETT GIVES CLOSING CREDITS)

r
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BARRY FARBER: I'm Barry Farber. If you keep‘your radio
fixed right where it is, you will meet the former Green Beret
'who raised hig hand and said, "I am the one who shot that double
agent."

* * *

This is a very difficult boadcast to organize. It came
up in a hurry. - Across from me right now are Robin Moore, author
of "The Green Berets" and co-author with Menryv Rothblatt, who
is also here, of a novel called "Court Martial.” The novel
. is about the case which exploded afiter "The Green Berets" was
written, about the double, triple, quadruple agcnt who was ‘elininated,
adding a new word Lo tha English language. We've had "do in,"
wa've had "bump off. A new syrnonym phrase, to "eliminate with
extreme prejudice" was added to our lexicography of violence
lHehry Rothblatt was the attorney who went over there Lo try
the case that never got tried.

Now, we're joined by Robert F, Morasco, one of those accused
Green Bereits, who now at this point in American history says,
"I am the one who shot that man on orders from the CIA," Mr.
Morosco, am I misqunting you? Did you actually shoot this agent
personallv with a revolver?

MORASCO: Yes, I did shoot him. It was not with a revolver,
it was a 2?-caliber automatic pistol with silencer.

FARBER: In other words, Henry Rothblatt, that puts vou
in the position of having gone to Vietnam to defend Robert Morosco
and others adgainst charges that he did exactly what he now says
he did.
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ROTHBLATT: Well, therc was no cuestion, real serious question,
that this agent was killed. There was no real serious -~ although
I did raise that as a technical legal question. But the facts
weren't very much in dispute. It was the moral and legal issues
arising from the acts that were in dispute,

FARBER: Mr. Morasco, why did you pick right now to ~--incidentally,
I read the front-vage New York Times article. It didn't say
how this .came about. It didn't say Robert Morasco called a
press conference and said enough of this, It didn't say Robert
Morasco in a press release to all the media, said, against the
background of Lieutenant Cally's conviction, I just somehow
felt impelled into making this revelation. How did this happen
to come about right now. Why do you pick right now to tell
a recoiling world that you shot the agent on orders from the
CIA?

_ MORRSCO: There are a couple of reasons. I had been thinking
about this for the last 18 months, since I came back from Vietnam.
I got a little more publicity than most of the other men because
they said that I was the one that actually did the shooting.

I have to live with this the rest of my life. The Army saw fit
to classify the answer to your question, classify it secret.

I never did understand that. But I felt that if the Army felt
that if the Army felt that that was necessary, that I would
adhere to their decision. But it was very difficult over the
past 18 months to think about that and not -- and know that

the people here in the United States did not know what the truth
was, what was really happening. -

Then Lieutenant Calley's case came out, and the revulsion
of public opinion to the Lieutenant Calley verdict really started
to push me. Then I saw one night on the nightly news some young
boys from New Mexico who were trying to be arrested for doing
the same kind of thing to a lesser or greater degree than Lieutenant
Calley did and Lieutenant Calley was convicted for. They couldn't
be arrested. )

I still had to consider the classified information situation
with the Army. But at the same time, out came a book by Robin
Moore and one of our attorneys, Henry Rothblatt, called "Court
Martial." And in reading through this book, I saw so nmuch of
the classified information that I was reluctant to release.

I felt that it then made that classified information public
domain, :

But most important, I am so concerned with the direction
~that our country is headed. . Mine may be the first case, the
Green Berel court-martial, then comes Lieutenant Calley, then
Captain Medina, Colonel Henderson, Who is next? I would bo
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askiﬁg myself that question if I were a young private in the
AYmy Now. ’

FARBER: I'm Barry Farber. If you keep your radio fixed
right where it.is, we'll proceed as long as time permits. Robert
Morasco, the former Green Beret, who was in an automobile aczcident --
incidentally, was that an automobile accident. We were all
asking each other around this table on the first of the ten
days you were on the critical list over in New Jersey.

~ MORASCO: It was an automobile mishap. Whether it was
an accident or not, I guess I thought akout for a long time.
I have received a lot of letters suggestina that maybe it wasn't
really an accident. ’ .

FARBER: Were the circumstances such that other hands could
have been on the story? Or was it you losing control of a perfectly
good vehicle around a bend?

MORASCO: MNo, I was driving at 45 miles an hour in a 50-
mile zone, going north on a highway, and somebody doing 120
miles an hour going south on this divided highway, who was also
‘drunk, jumped the divider, flew up in the air and landed on
top of me, airborne, and put me in the hospital fox three months
and in a coma for four days.

FARBER: Robin Moore, author of "The Green Berets,” whose
book prompted Robert F. Morasco to tell what he told the New
York Times, the headline, "Ex-Beret Says He Killed Agent On
Orders of CIA." With Robin Moore, Henry Rothblatt, co-anthor
of the book that started all this revealing "Court Martial" =--
"Court Martial," a book that was born with a headline and has
caused many, many more headlines since its birth. "Court Martial"
is published by Doubleday.

In a minute, Mr. Morasco, I want to take you back to the
shooting and then to the direction of the country.

* L% *

Robert Morasco, you've told friends that the one word you
don't like is "trigger man." You admit you shot this aaent,
but you don't like the word "trigger man.," How would you explain
to your grandchildren your role in this? '

MORASCO: I would tell them that I served my country, I
followed orders that I felt to be legal orders. One of those
orders which tended to hit.national proainence was killing a
double agent. The word, "trigger man," a euphemism that some
newspaperman, I am sure, picked up, it just secems that every
time this case is referred to regarding me, I am regarded as
the trigger man. And I just dislike the term.
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FARBER: You say that CIA ordered the execution of this
double agent. You just happen to be the man who performed the
execution. Did the CIA officially order you to or was the oxder
implied, was it weitten?

MORASCO: The CIA never officially does anything. They
don't hand you a written piece of paper or a printed piece of
paper and the top it says Central Intelligence Agency.

The orders, not only from the CIA but from the military
in Vietnam are obligue but yet very, very clear, very implied
yet very clear. The CIA, I want to make clear, made ,this order
known to my superiors and then it came down the chain of command.

FARBER: And you thought it was a legal order. Were you
in a kind of work -- and this is obviously not taking aim on
a battlefield, this was not defending a fire post; you knevw
that you were going to be with a man. And, I don't know, some
compulson of taste prevents me from asking you to recite the
actual details. He thought he was going off on a mission.
e didn't realize he was going off to be executed., Everybody.
would have sort of a haunting curiosity to know exactly what
that scene played like in real life. Let's forget that for
right now. You didn't feel guilty performing an illegal order,
and the rcason, according to what you told the New York Times,
I think is the center, the nerve center, of the story. You
said so much of this went on. This just happens to be the case in
the headlines, like Calley happenc to be the guy in the dock.
Apparently there were a lot of these executions performed by
Green Berets at CIA orders all over the place. I think you
referred to execution teamns oxr squads.

MORASCO: Execntions are not commonplace, but they also
are not uncommnan. There are units in Vietnam that are gensgrally
nade up of Vietnamese who are trained, directed, financed and
eguipped by the Americans, and generally by the CIA. We usually
turn the dirty work over to them so that we can keep our lily-
white hands clean. We want to be benevolent warriors., I don't
sez how that's really possible, but that seems to be the direction
that we're trying to take. Eliminations, assassinations, whatever
thev're called today, are not at ald uncommon. And you must .
also realize that ~~ you were nentioning before didn't you find
this kind of unusual because it wasn't the standard battlefield
type of action. Well, I was not the standard battlefield type
of officer. My cover was that of an infantry officer on an
N team in the Mekong Delta. But I was an intelligence officer.
My mission was the collection of cross-bordexr intelligence.

FARBER: Henry Rothblatt.
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ROTHBLATT: May I give vour listeners a little bit of the
flavor of what took place as Robin and I have written it in
"Court Martial," answer your question by the dialogue we have,
Hank McKuen, the defense attorney, in this case is addressing
the court on the question of proof and trying to uncover oxr
have certain evidence of the CIA uncovered in court. And Hank
McKuen says this: "This is the only explanation for General
Flint's orders." Pardon, we know who General Flint is,

FARBER: And we also know who McKuen is, namely Henry Rothblatt.

ROTHBLATT: "To court-martial him for an alleged crime,
which, Mr. Morasco, are you glad or sorry that Moore and Rothblatt
wrote the book. :

MOORE: Do you want me to start?
FARBER: Robin Moore.

MOORE: Well, I'm certainly not sorry that Bob Morasco -
decided to speak up, because he, I think more than any other
single ihdividual in the United States, was able to polarize
the feeling. Lots of people have spoken up but nobody had --
many people may have done other things, more interesting things,
even, than Dob Morasco, but his speaking up, more than any other
single event, I think, since the verdict, the Calley verdict
. has come in, short of the President saying he was going to review
it, has made people understand that it is not fair, right, ‘Anerican,
just, or anything else, to take a guy like Lieutenant Cal]cy
and make him the scapegoat for the entire thing.

I'm known as a hawk and a rightwinger, I don't know whether
I really am or not. But this whole situation is the first tlme
I've ever found myself in agreement with people like Senatoxr
McGovern and a lot of other people. So I think it was right
for him to speak up. ‘

Now, that is my feeling about it. But I think that Captain
Morasco may feel a little differently about the book I wrote,
I was unable to talk to the Green Beret while I was writing
that book. I only had access to Mr. Rothblatt, information
that I could get, but I could not talk to the Special Forces
men who were involved. Bob, who I .might have been able to talk
to, was in the hospital during that period of time that I was
working on the book. And even if he hadn't been, I don't think
he would have been in a modd to talk to me. I tried to solicit
thelr cooparatlon. I sent to Colonel Rowe,- or I had sent to
him in a devious way, an early nmanuscript of the book, figuring
that if there's something in it he didn't like it he could use
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the same channels -- this is an old Special Forces custom; you
-don't have to know each other, but you can form a channel --
to send back to me and say don't do it.

So I don't feel that I did anything wrong in fictionalizing
with the help of Henry -- with the help of him! I couldn't
have done it without Menry, because Henry was the source., I
don't think I did anything wrong in writing that book. However,
I think Bob has a different feeling, and he's certainly entitled
to it. -

FARBER: - Henry Rothblatt, before formef Captain llorasco
speaks, if you'd like to add anything to ,what Robin ‘said, that
will be appropriate. :

ROTHRLATT: Remember, the President of the United States
interverned in the Green Beret case when my military counsel and
I made motions, directed to the President to dismiss the charges.
It was on our motion that this case never went to trial. Thé
facts were never heard by the public, just as the Calley case
‘was heard with «ll its grim details. A big cloud stands around
these great offficers, these great Special Services officers
who are accused.

This was an opportunity. It was an opportunity for Robert
and I to tell the thene, and it was great for Bob Morasco to
come out and say, after Calley got the short end of the
vindictiveness of certain people, and .saying we don't play wars
that way -- Bob had the courage ‘to come out and say this is a
dirty deal to give Mr. Calley.

And I've just been looking at some of the syndicated columns
in the New York Post and the editorials in the New York Post today,
and I am shocked. The anti-war groups -~ in fact I appeared at
Notre Dame University the other night and I was on the same
platform, believe it or not, with Bill Kunstler. We're totally
in accord. Bill said, "The conviction of Lieutenant Calley is a
shock. He shouldan't be kept in jail." My god, you-wouldn't think
Kunstler thinks that way. But read some of these stories. Fditorial
in the New York Post. "The immediate consequences of two sadly
injudicious intzrventions , a sparing of Calley from the stockade,
swiftly followed by the announcement that he will personally
review and resolve the lieutenant's case, is to render acadenic
the appeal process." This a criticism. of President Nixon foxr
interfering in the Calley case. Shocking. Because the public
is forced by public opinion, as the President was forced by public
opinion in the Green Beret case, to dismiss the charges, now the
President is being forced by public opinion to correct this
injustice, the New York Post editorial writers are shocked. The
American psople are not shocked. They are shocked by the injustice
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of the conviction.

'FARBER: I don't know how shocked Captain  Morasco was when
he read how much.-- you know, ‘the first time we talked about your
book, I said, "A lot of true words arc spoken through false teeth.”
T didn't realize quite how many true words there were in the
not-so-false teeth of your novel, "Court Martial," hut Captain
Morasco knows everylhing about it, and in a minute T want his
countexr-—comment. ' e

* * %

I'm Barry Farber. I am in the genial company right now of
a murderer or of a man who performed a legal ordexr in time of war.
T'm sure different Americans will have different points of views,
but Robert F. Morascao does not behave like a murderer., Murdercrs
don't call the MNew York Times and say, "lLook, these are the
facts. I've thought akout it for 18 months and I want the world
to know."

Incidentally, Mr., Morasco, how did vou get -- how did this
~get in the papers? Stories on page-one of the lNew York Times
just don't happen spontaneously.

MORASCO: Well, I'm not not adept at public relations or
really even know how to contact ... ‘

FARPER: Well, vou made page~-one.

MORAECO: Well, I trought that -- I wanted to make this
statement, and I felt that the New York Times was the one that
could get my story around the best, and I just contacted them.

FARPER: You haven't soucht any money for your story, have
you? You haven't tried to make deals with magazines for the
exclusive, or anything.

MORASCO: Mo, the New York Times doesn't pay five cents.
FARBER: I am aware of that.

MOBRASCO: TI'm sure that. I could have called a magazine, the
main magazines that would be excited about this kind of stoxry,
and pay me well. Money is not my reasor for making thisstory
known. The reason is principle and belief in my country, vhat it
stands for and what it was built on. 2And it just seems to me
that, following through on what Henxry said a moment ago, when he
was reading from the New York Post, that there are some people
who object to the President's intervention in the Calley case.
Maybe my government and history teachers in my schooling were
naive or were incorrect, but it was always my belief that the
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president of the Unitced States represented and was the voicc of
the people of the United States. 1 have also heard that the
jetters that were received were 100 to 1 in favor of -- Gallup
nolls have been taken. Eighty, ninety per cent of the people
in the United States are for the President intervening. Nov,
if there is one man who happens to write for the New York Post
who scems to feel differently, well, I thinl: there is something
wrong. The President represents those eighty per cent, not the
man in the New York Post. " 4 '

FARBED: Robin Moore and Henry Rothblatt, co-authors of
"court Martial,® not just two free-lance writers who said, "Let's
write a hook and call it "Court Martial." Robin Mocore, the closest
thing to a CGreen Peret who was never actually a member. Ie joined
+he Creen lierets, wrote "The Green Perets,” and has been known as
the unofficial voice of the Green verets to the council of nations
and to screens and books, macazine axticles, to evervkody in the
world. .

ltfenry Rothblatt is the attornoy wvho resronded to the case
crupting into publicity about the annihilation, destruction, the
eliminating with extreme prejudice of the triple, doulle, oOX
gquadruple agent. Their book is “Court Martial. And I have to
say this. My stomach has not felt the same since reading the
opcning chapter of "Court artial." I an not -- this is not -- I
do not_ authorize any nublisher to excerpt that, because when you

read that opening chavnter you will realize what I just said is nox
funnv. But it puts the situation in this context. Right away

vou get a different Find of impression of this . doukle, triple,
cuadrunle agent, than one that mic¢ht come through in the press,
where he is just a victim of the CIA, Green Perets and Army.
Apvarently he did some things which I think Henry, in legalistic
language, might call mitigating circumstances.

ROTHBLATT: Right.

FPARRPI'R: Anvhow, Bob HMorasco, are you glad that Robin Moore .
and llenry Rothhlatt vrote "Court rartidl"?  You say that there
was so much classified stuff in there that you were alarrmed.

MORASCO: I can't say that what 1is written in that kook is
incorrect or not the truth. I just can't say that. But I do
tend to object to that book being written hecause the classified
information that was in there I couldn't release to the public
to help to defend myself at the time of the case, vet 18 months
later I can read the story. :

FARBFR: - 211 right, you were ndt a Calley-type situation.
vYou were one of, how many, seven, men accused of executing one
douhle or Lrirle acent, and the case never came to trial. How
did vour life change, except for Lhat automobile accident, when
you got back? Were vou regarded as a killer, a criminal, a
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trigger-man, a hero? Ilow, by people who got that low profile of
publicity and not all the enormous glare that Calley is living in?

MORASCO: It was mixed. The feeling was mixed. I would say
that, generally speaking, I was looked at favorablv, but I wvas
looked at favorably by people who didn't know the truth of the -
case. Now that they know it, if they still look at me favorably,
as an American who' was doing his duty, now I feel the right to
accept that praise. And the rcverse is true for those who might
have criticized me. Some people seem to feel that I was a
- controversial character. :

FARPTR: Did.you relish this assignment of eliminating this
agent -- I mean knowing what this agent had done, knowing and --
pecause this is family radio T cannot go into. detail as to what
that double agent was responsible for, how much suffering, et
_cetera -~ death, murder and torture inflicted on Americans and
others. You knew all that. Did you say, “"Hot dog, I'm glad that's
- the CIA's order," or did you say, "Good Lord, me, Bob Morasco, I've
got to take this poor man with a wife out in a boat," or where did
- your attitude follow between those poles? )

MORASCO: ' I most certainly didn't relish the thought of
cilling a human being. We tried very much, hut yvet in vain,
to try to take care of this situation in another way, begides
elimination. The killing of a human being, T just can't imagine
anyone relishing. I certainly didn't. It was a war. It was
something that I felt had to be done hecause they were my orders
and T felt that people superior to me had considered all ‘
possibilities, and that was the best possibility; therefore it
was my duty to follow through. . -

FAREER: You mentioned the directior. of the country. In
a-minute I want you all three to collaboratc on your separate
estimations as to the direction of the ccuntry.

* ¥ *

Bob Morasco comes not to plug a book called “"Court Martial,"”
but to separate himself from it and point out that Robin Mooxre
was not in the Creen Berets. He has the right to sit down and
write any work of fiction he chooses. He so-chose, with Henry
Rothblatt, to write a work of fiction called "Court Martial," of
which Boh Morasco says so much of it is the revelation of classified
material that he felt impelled to come to page-one of the New
York Times with his story. Incidentally,.I think you're to be
commended for not calling one of the major magazines, getting
vourself $50,000 and playing your role in this that wav. T
think vou have =- no matter how you will be judged by the public,
I think vou will now be judged on a pedestal shorn of tinsel
trappings and distractions. This 'is right where to do it, nage-~one
of the New York Times.
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MORASCO: T would like to pop in here for just a moment,
because you just brought something to my mind. Akout 18 months
ago there was a man who went to one of our magazines to scll
photographs, photographs of My Lal. He got 'a great, great deal
of money for those photographs.. That man's materialism, his
thirst for money, has put Lieutenant Calley in a position where
"he may have to spend the rest of his life in jail. He has also
put the United States in a very difficult position.

FARBER: Well, I am sure that man, if he were here, would
say, "I have reached the world with pictures, with documented
evidence of the atrocity." Instead of embarrassing the Army
or subjecting Lieutenant Calley to what ha is going throuch, I
am sure hie moral emphasis would be where mine is, vou know,
why have atrocities like this in the first place.

MORASCO: Then why didn't he ... to the front page of the
Mew. York Times? Why did he sell ... : .

MAN: Precisely.
MORASCO: ... them for dollars?

FARBER: Precisely. Precisely: That's hov we got into
this. T was commending you for taking that latter route.

ROTHBLATT: Barry, let me suggest this. That man took
those pictures in the course of his official duties as a
photographer, as part of that company operating. in My Lai. Those
pictures should hHave been turned over to the intelligence officers
and to the information officers of that krigade. TIiis failure to
turn over those pictures has embarrassed our country and our
government, because, had those pictures been promptly turned over
fo the information officers and to the intelligence officers,
this matter would have been referred in the regular course --
exposed in the regular course of military channels, and there
would have been no My Lai case nor My Lail incident. It would have
been dealt with in an official way and it wouldn't have had this
terrible surreptitious effect of somebody covering up. The Army
couldn't be in a position to cover up. 7There would have becn
no concealing by anybody because tco.many people would have known.
Instead, if anybody should be indicted for causing this country
difficulty, it should be that wan who, while doing praesurakbly -
his job for his country, took money and embarrassed our country
at the same time. :

FARPER: BPob Morasco, when you said you feared for the
direction of this country, what, specifically, did you mean?

MORASCO: When I sec that we can go into a war, a defensive
.war, not an offensive war as we remember in World War II or in
Korca —- and in Korea occasionally we -were in defensive situations,
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but to send troops into a war and leave them there for ten years,

ten years on a defensive, holding action, a war of attrition, where

you just hope that you will kill more of them than they will kill
of you and then-they will guit, I don't like that direction.

vvou send thesec men over there to a very difficult situation,
and then you bring them hore and 12 months later send them to jail.

FARBER: This is not the end, only the clock forces me ihto
temporary submission. ~This is not even the keginning of the
beginning. This is step-one in the painful and vital investigation
for all Americans.

My partners for the expedition, former Captain Robhert F.
Morasco, now Mr. Morasco, one of the Green Percts in the famous
Creen Peret case, accused of eliminating a double, triple,
quadruple agent. Henry Rothbhlatt went over to Victnam to mount
the defense. Robin lMoore, who wrote "The Green Beretg,” joined
Henry ih writing a book, called "Court Martial." Now comes
‘Robert F. Morasco and says the story is true, "I am the man who
eliminated the agent in guestion under CIA orders." RBob Moxasco
doesn't want to be called a trigger-man. - I'm going to call him
a trigger-man pulling the trigger on a new burst of conscience
whiagh will certainly.possgess the United States for many years
to come.
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MORASCO CONFESSES TO MURDER OF TRIPLE AGENT: IMPLICATES CIA

FRANK McGEE: No sooner was Lieutenant Ca}]ey convidted
of murder than several former servicemen announced that they
toothd kitled civilians and were as guilty as Calley.

Robert Moraéco, a former3¢apta1n in the Special Forces
‘or Green Berets; vas one of eight men charged with killing a
South Vietnamese civilian in 1969. But the Army later dropped
the charges. The victim in the Green Beret was a civilian,

‘but'not & bystander. He was a double, perhaps a triple, aéent.
But Morasco in his anger at the Calley verd1ct now admits what
ﬁe nevér has confessed before.

SANDER VANOCUR: Did you kill théﬁagent?

ROBERT MORASCO: Yes, I did. And 1-did so because of
orders that were given td me,'orders that I felt were legal
orders.

VANOCUR: Who gave the order?. I don't mean was it from
Washington. Who gave the order to jou?.

MORASCO: It came from a man who was a CIA operative
who was supposedly commissioned as é lieautenant colonel. He.
was a colonel in Saigon, but he was a CIA oherative. And it
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was his statement. And this is as close to a quote as I can
_remember. "Although we cannot officially sanction it, elimination
is your best course of action." When you receive that kind
of an o1iqde order, that means do it and get it over with and
don't bother us with it.
This.was also, we felt, cleared through military chanﬁe]s.
_ VANOCUR: Why do you think that there was an attempt
to prosecute all of you when you thought it was in the ‘best
interegts; you were doing what had beeﬁ ordered? |
 MORASCO: There're two cqﬁps within the military, one
which does not Tike Special Forces or any of the elite, so-called
elite, uﬁifs. That:was a part of it. Secondly, the military
~does not ‘1ike the féct that the CIA sometimes gets fnvo]ved
in military operations. The Army doesn't like that at all.
Many of the military people. And they don't feel that it's
necessary. | _ '
"This was an opportunity to sever any connection between
civilian agencies and the military. Wé Qg}$tVery often the
action arm of the civilian agency. |
VANOCUR: What has made you now, since you;wou]dh't
answer the question a year ago, come forﬁérd now and say, yes,
you'did ki1l that South Vietnamese agent?
MORASCO: if the United States feels that.they must
be so righteous that they must admit to the atrocities of war

and punish their own men for these atrocities, then I think
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they're.high1y mistaken. And I think that if they want to do
that, theﬁ we just shouldn't have any more wars, If we are
going to send men into ﬁhé kind of war thét.we haVe in Vietnam,

a - guerrilia war and our part being'a counterguerrilla operation --
if we're going to do ﬁhat, we have to expect that certain things
are going to happen that are distasteful %o the beople back

here in the' United States.
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“w-Beret Says HeKilled
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‘ By JOHN DARNTON
Robert F. Marasco, one of the!
eight Green Berets who were
charged but never tried in the
glaying two ycars ago of a
South Vietnamese suspected to
1have been a double agent, says
that he shot and killed the man
on “oblique yet very, very clear
orders” from the Ceatral Tutelh-
gence Agency.

deployed elsewhere, according
to the Pentagon.

Six of the eight Berets
(charges against to were held
in abeyancc) were to have
stood trial on charges of mur-
der and conspiracy in Octaher,
1969, But the Avmy abroptly
dropped the case on Sept. 29,
in a decision reviewed by t}m
Il was my aoent and it wasiNion - Administration, on the
nmy responsibility 1o eliminate fﬁguggog;}idéﬁ ogxgdtggté 'I“L_t
Jim with extreme prejudice,”swwhich had refused to provide
Mr. Marasco said in an inter- ]
view Friday. “Eliminate with ' The Vietaamese-agent was
extreme prejudice” is the Sp{:-;Thm Khac Chuyen, wi}llosesho:g%f
cial Forces® euphemism for aggs dropped into the South

P ina Sca off Nhatrang, the
killing. R Spacial Forces headguarters 189
The “elimination” was ap-miles north of Saigon, Despitc
proved “up and down our cha.in{i“teﬁa‘}’]engfggrlnfg\ ]etz(‘c‘{as ap-
of .command,” the former ArmyiPAleRUY never recovered,
captain added. Although he coz‘-ﬁfomi"’,i};fgl ‘:lsect?‘jg n;ffoé?til}é}gﬁ
robovated details of the slaying.'have previously been reported

he refused to divelgethe namesiin the press with  unnamed
of ather persons involved,  :sources cited.
Mr., Maraseo, now 29 yearsi ©Mr. Chuyen's role as =

‘double agent was discoverad

old and a life insurance szles- > '
when a raid oa a Vietcong camp

man in Bloomfield, N.J, said
that he was ddmitting his con’
plicity out of a sense of-an;
over the' coaviction of Firstwould be sent on an important
Lieut. William L. Calley Ir. oumission and instead was held in
charges of premeditated mur-[Solitary c_ongmimentifw};ere hﬁ
der in the ¢ N 2 civiliangicompromise imself througt
at Muial deaths of 22 civillansijiy " Gofector tests and sodium
: = Lal. pentathol (truth serum).

His statements coincide with; 4He was first drugged with
ithe publication of 'a novel!morphine and then killed by Mr.
called “Court Martial,” written

Marasco in a motorboat with
e ; W ts | head from ¢
jointly by Robin Moure, the au- t')"o -S}?(-}Lg L0 e head from 2
h T o “4 o1 22-caliber pistol equipped with
'o'r 0 T e‘fxrcen ‘Bercts, a silencer (which jammed be-
and-Henry Rothblatt, the atter-|tween shots). 11§ body was
ney who represented several of tossed overboard in a wail sack
the Green Bercts arrested in _;‘;’gglﬁt}‘fdthg;tl?re%hgégs and tire
the atleged killing, ' s was on Jone 20
© adts g, Jboat. This was on June 20,
The novel is said to be 2/1969.
close rendering of the events] 9A cover story was fabri-
that Jed to the arrest of the Cated in which a Japanese-
Berets, including Col. Robert B ‘Igsme-r]c;q.n fitting Mr. Chuyen’s
. - description was sent on an 2ir-
[ Rhicault ander ¢ ; $aqi
e l ] tlheﬂh commander _insupporwu “secret mission” near
of the Army’s 3,000 Special the Cambodian border.
Forces personnel in Vietnam.! _9The question of what to do
The €lite corps, which special-| With g"“'- Chuyen led to meet-
fzes in counteriusurgency, js|T8% belween Green Beret offi-
rn o L STCHIASUTERICY, ISpoaic and C.LA. officials.  The
still in existence, but is now

[CIA. in Saigon finally sent a
‘message rcading “return agent

BEW YORK T1iuEs ) _
"RCHALRDP73B00296R000200240003-1

— to duty” and warning of *flapisuperior officers in Saigon by

wittuesses. :

"o ~turned up a photograph of him:
Y7 with a high-ranking North Viet-!
¥ nawese official. He was told he;

-

‘poential.” The message, how-
iever, arrived after his death-
Mr. Marasco said Mr. Chuycn
was a “principal agent,” whose
function was to hire, train, pay
and coordinate sub-agents on
intelligence missions. He re-
fused to give the ultimate aim
of the missions and referred
the question to z “fact sheet”
{drawn up by Mr. Moore to pub-
i]icize his new novel. The “fact
'sheel” is based on a transcript
jjof the “pre-trial” hearings of
1the caSe, -
| The “fact-sheel” stated that
dMr., Chuyen had been involved

P

AT p———
B N

Tha New York Timss
tobort F, Marasco

in a secret Specizl Forces unit
known as B-57, whose goal wag
to pick miiitary tarzets in Cam-
tbodia for a projected incursion
by Uniled States. and South
‘Vietnamese forces ‘and to train
:3,000  Cambodiar troops to
.guard the country . from Com-
nunisin should Prince Norodom
hanouk be deposad.

Ta reality, Mr. Marasco stated,
“Mr, Chuyen was a triple-agent,
whose real allegiance was to
an organization led by Gen.
Duong Van Minh. The success
of this group, which was striv-
ing for a coalitior: government,
‘would have led to “Communist
‘control” and “massive exter-
{n(xjination,” Mr. Marasco asserl-
ed.

When the charges  against
the Bercts 'were dropped, the
Secretary of the Army, Stanley
R. Resor, said that the C.LA.
was ‘“not directly .involved in
the alleged incideat.”

Put Mr. Marasco maintains
that a vaguetly-worded execus
tion order.was passed on to his

i

vietnam. Most, he suld, waie
fcarried out by the Provincial
'Reconnaissance Unit, which he}

a “C.L.A. operative whose cover
was a lieutenant-colanel, United
States Army.” He quoted the
wording as: “We cannot offi-
cially sanction it, hut elimina-
tion is your best course of
action.”

“The C.ILA. dors not give
written orders,” Mr. Marasco
said. “When someone in the
C.LA. says to you . . . ‘your
best course of action is elimi-
nation’ that means ‘we ap-
prove it "” .

Mr. Marasco claimed there
had been “hundreds” — “and
I'm being conservative” -— of
summary executions in South

described as an assassination
squad of Vietnamese natives
“trained, financed and equip-

ped by the C. I A But othcr§
were carried out by American

' “advisers,” he said.

Mr. Marasco resigned firom
the Army on Oct, 14, 1989, and|
shortly thereafter was injured
in a car collision in New Jersay
that kept him on a hospital crit-

- |icdl list for 10 days.

Because he is no longer in the
Army, he is not subject to
court-martial. Previously, he has
made guarded statements on the
killing, but has never before ad-
mitted it. Hc said he is receiv-
ing no money from the novel
“Court Martial.”

Did he regret his actions?
"No,” he said. “I felt that it was
'my duty, Anything I did in mil-
itary duty in Vietnam was with
the biggest patriotic motives. I
never wake up in the middle of
the night screamig.”
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Former Green

- BLOOMFIELD, N.J. (AP) -~
Robert ¥, Marasco, a former
captain in the U.S. Special
Forces 'in Vietnam, said last
night he shot and killed a South
Vietnamese ~ triple agent two
years ago — a slaying he and
others were accused of bul were
nevér brought to trial for.

The execution was carried out
2t the bchest of the Central Ju-
telligence - Agencey -and with the
knowledge of “our chain of com-
mand,” Marasco said.

He said he shot the man {wice
in the head and, with two other
officers, put him into a weighted
sack and dumped him from a
boat into the South China Sea on
June 20, 1869,

Angered by Dalley Case

Marasco said he came for-
~ward now, at the risk of prose-
Jcution for murder, because of
 his auger over the court-martial
of Lt. William L. Calley Jr.

" Ile sald he killed the agent
because “‘of orders that were
given to me — orders that I felt

. +were legal orders.”

. Marasco and seven other, in-
-cluding the Green Beret’s com-
mander In Vietnam, Col. Robert
B. Rheault, were accused by the
Army of the slaying. The Army
latér dropped the charges, say-
ing it did so hecause it was told
the CIA would not permit any of
its men to testify at a trail.

Marasco, now 29 and in the
insurance business, leff the serv-
ice in October 1969.

While out of reach now of
miletary prosecution, Marasco

said, “I’'m open to having the
charges brought against me

v

!

g

|

|

again by civilian autherity, Thal
potential was alwavs there,
There is no statute of limitation,

“Over the last year and a half
I've wanted fo release this infor-
mation.” ' o

He got conflicting advice from
lawyers, he said, but decided to
speak . because of “the Calley
thing.” - '

“Not Calley himself,” said
Marasco, “‘but ‘the Calley thing’
-~ all the others who could fol-
low him." This Calley thing
should be the last one.”

Neither Calley, he said, nor
any other soldiers, should be
made to stand trial for acts per-
formed under orders. and the ne-
cessities of duty.

The agent he killed, Thai Khae
‘Chuyen, was discovered to be a
doubie agent when a captured

graph of Chuyen with a North
Vietnamese gencral, Marasco
said. ’ ’

Later, it was determined that
his true allegience wes to what
 Marasco identified as “the Third
| Force,” a mostly Scuth Viet:
namese organization striving to
set up a Coramurist-desired coa-
lition government In-Saigon, he
sald,

my  responsibility to clituinate
hira. with extréme prejudics,”

Marasco said,
He said the execution order,

Seret Capla
lls of Killing Triple Agent

Viet Cong site” yielded a photo-|

“He™was my-ageat £ 1id it wash’

which meant to kill Chuyen,

operative who said: “We cannot
otficially sanctien it, but elimi-
nation is your best course of
action,”

Marasco- contlnued: “When
someone in the CIA says to you,
“Your best course of action-is
elimination,’ that means, ‘we ap-
proveit.’ ” C

The -former captain said he
estimated  conservatively that
hundreds of summary execu-
tions were carried oufin South
Vietnam, most of them by a Vi-
etnamese assassination squad
called the Prgvincial Recon-
naissance Unit that was trained
and financed by the CIA,

Marasco said Chuyen was first
drugged with morphine and then
put aboard a motorboat the
night that he shot him twice in
the head with a .22-caliber gun.
equipped with sliencer. A mail
tire rims was his final shroud
and he was pushed over into the
sca by Marasco and two other
officers, Marasco said.

Executing Chuyen, he said,
was a job that had to be done,
He said he was extremely re-
sentful that he ever was charged
with the slaying.

“Maybe our people have
learned this Calley thing should
be the last one,’’ he said, “and
that’s why I'm telling this now.

“My decision was based on
my principles, my love for my
country, for what it stands for
and for what it was built for.”
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